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Architectural Guidelines

Introduction

This document has been created to summarize the architectural guidelines for the Charter Pointe subdivision.  It is intended to assist the Development Control Committee in determining the acceptability of a proposed exterior change in accordance with Section 3 of the Covenants, Plats and Restrictions for the area, which states:

3. Powers of Committee.

A. In General. No dwelling, building structure, fencing, and satellite dish or exterior improvement of any type or kind (excluding landscaping) shall be constructed or placed on any Lot without the prior written approval of the Committee. Such approval shall be obtained only after written application has been made to the Committee by the Owner of the Lot requesting authorization from the Committee. Such written application shall be in the manner and form prescribed from time to time by the Committee, and the Committee may require a set of plans and specifications for any such proposed construction or improvement. The Committee may require that such plans include plot plans showing the location of all improvements existing upon the Lot and the location of the improvements proposed to be constructed or placed upon the Lot, each properly and clearly designated., and that such plans and specifications set forth the color and composition of all exterior materials proposed to be used and any proposed landscaping, together with any other material or information which the Committee may require.  Provided, however, approval will not be required for rear fences not exceeding four (4) feet in Height and playground facilities or similar items not visible from the street.
B. Power of Disapproval. The Committee may refuse to grant permission to construct, place or make the requested improvement, when:

(1) The plans, specifications, drawings or other material submitted are themselves inadequate or incomplete, or show the proposed improvements to be in violation of these Restrictions;

(2) The design, proposed material or color scheme of a proposed improvement is not in harmony with the general surroundings of the Lot or with adjacent buildings or structures, including trim, siding, roof and brick colors, or with the Development in general;

(3) The proposed improvement or any part thereof would architecturally, in the reasonable judgment of the Committee, be contrary to the interests, welfare or rights of all or any other Owners.

C. Duties of Committee. The Committee shall approve or disapprove proposed improvements within fifteen (15) days after all required information shall have been received. A copy of submitted materials shall be retained by the Committee for its permanent files. All notifications to applicants shall be in writing, and, in the event that such notification is one of disapproval, it shall specify the reason or reasons there for. The Committee shall further affix its signature of approval upon two (2) site plans for purposes of obtaining an Improvement Location Permit, or similar permit, from the Permits Section of the Department of Metropolitan Development, or other applicable governmental authority, if such are required.

D. Liability of Committee. Neither the Committee nor any agent or member thereof, nor Developer during the Development Period or thereafter, shall be responsible in any way for any defects in any plans, specifications or other materials submitted to it, nor for any defects in any work done according thereto.

E. Inspection. The Committee or its designated agent may inspect work being performed to assure compliance with these Restrictions and applicable regulations.

F. Rules Governing Building on Several Contiguous Lots Having One Owner.  Whenever two or more contiguous Lots shall be owned by the same Owner, and such Owner shall desire to use two or more of said Lots as a site for a single dwelling, he shall apply in writing to the Committee for permission to so use said Lots. If permission for such a use shall be granted, the Lots constituting the site for such single dwelling shall be treated as a single Lot for the purpose of determining the Assessment and for applying these Restrictions to said Lots, so long as such Lots remain improved with one single dwelling.
DCC Procedures

Inform owners to whom they need to submit their requests and what; in addition, to the Architectural control committee form is to be included in the submission.

DCC Form

The Committee should develop a request for change form, which homeowners will complete with their submission. The Committee should publish what is required in the submission, for example a plot plan or diagram of the property indicating the location on lot of the proposed change. Submissions should have a set of plans of the project to include height, width, and all other necessary dimensions, as well as, materials, color, and other construction information, which is sufficiently detailed in order for the Committee to make a decision. If a building permit is required, evidence of such is to be included in the submission.

Timely Communication to Owners

The Committee must inform the owner within 15 days of receipt of the submission, of the Committee's decision. If the submission is incomplete or in need of additional information, the Committee must inform the owner of such in writing and return their materials to them. This correspondence must state what the Committee additionally requires in order to make a determination upon the request. The Committee has 15 days to resolve a resubmission.

Disapproval
The Committee must inform the owner within 15 days of receipt of the submission, of the Committee's decision. If the submission is incomplete or contrary to the interests of the community, the Committee must inform the owner of such in writing and return their materials to them. This correspondence must state what the Committee additionally requires in order to make a determination upon the request. The Committee has 15 days to resolve a resubmission.

Additionally, submissions may be declined when, in the Committee’s judgment, the proposal would be contrary to the interests, welfare and rights of all or any other owners.

Appeal process

A decision of the Development  Control Committee may be appealed to the Board of Directors, which may reverse or modify such decision by a two-thirds vote of the Directors then serving.

Administration

The Committee must retain copies of all correspondence, submissions, approvals and disapproval notices in the Association's permanent files. All Committee communications must be in writing in respect to decisions or requests for additional information. It is also recommended to maintain a color-coded lot map, indicating approved projects by type.

Inspections

The Committee, or one of its members, may need to inspect a project during construction to ensure compliance to the approved request. It is recommended the Committee inspect all projects after completion to ensure compliance.

Statements of Responsibility

The Committee should state in the written approval of all projects that the Committee and the Association have no liability or responsibility for any defects in any plans, specifications or other materials submitted to them, and moreover holds no responsibility for defects in any work preformed on the project.

It should be stated in approvals if there are easements on the lot regarding utilities or civil agencies, any improvements made upon those easements may be subject to removal or alteration, which is not the liability or responsibility of the Committee or the Association. Liabilities when projects are constructed upon such easements are the lot owner's responsibility, and should be so stated.

Exterior Home Changes

Exterior Color Change

Exterior colors are to be consistent with the “earth tones” used in the subdivision.  Typical color ranges include tans, browns and grays.  Homeowners desiring a contrasting trim color should select a lighter shade within the same color range as the rest of the exterior.  Shutters, doors, gutters and downspouts color should be complementary to the overall color scheme.

Brickwork

Brickwork may not be painted.  Any brick used in an addition must match that of the existing home’s structure.

Siding

Composite materials and cement board siding are permitted in the Community.  All homes must use builder quality wood for all trim, including soffits, corners, posts and window / door trim. All siding and must be approved by the Committee and install by a bonded contractors. 

Windows

 All windows and mullions must be the same color, and complement the trim or house color.  All windows must have mullions/grilles installed (between glass panes preferred, but may be installed on inside of window. 

Awnings and Screens

No foil or other reflective material shall be used on any windows for sunscreens, blinds, shades, or other purposes nor shall any window mounted heating or air conditioning units be permitted. No metal, fiberglass or similar type awnings or patio covers shall be permitted. Collapsible or retractable clotheslines, not to exceed fifteen feet in length will be allowed with proper Committee approval. Permanent clotheslines will not be approved. 
Shingles

Replacement shingles must match the color scheme of the existing shingles.

Heat pumps/AC units

Replacement heat pump / air conditioning outdoor units must be relocated to their originally installed location.  The Committee will consider requests for relocating these units, but reserves the right to mandate that the Homeowner remediate the installation if there are visual or acoustic issues for next-door neighbors.  This remediation could include (but is not limited to) the installation of a screening fence made of cedar 1” x 6” Committees spaced no more than 1” apart using shadowbox, dog-eared construction.  These screening fences shall be unpainted or painted to match the existing exterior color (an exception to the general rule that fences shall be unpainted), and shall be tall and long enough to completely obscure the outdoor unit.

Skylights

Skylights can be installed only on rear roof sections of a home, so that they are not visible from the front of the house.

Antennas and Satellite Dishes

A Satellite Dish or Antenna, shall be permitted to be installed by an Owner without the approval of the Association provided the location of the Satellite Dish or Antenna, and all related cables and wiring, are installed at the least visible location on such Owner's Lot, as viewed from the street directly in front of such Lot, which will not result in a substantial degradation of reception. Within twenty (20) days from the installation of a Satellite Dish or Antenna, an Owner shall notify the Association of such installation by submitting ACC form. Such notice shall indicate the item installed, the approximate location on such Lot, and that such installation meets the standards stated above. 
Additions

All materials used, overall construction and color scheme shall be consistent with that of the existing home.  Windows must match existing color (see window replacement for other applicable guidelines).  The homeowner is responsible for securing all applicable building permits, and for ensuring that construction complies with applicable building codes.

Exterior Additions

Decks

Decks must be constructed of cedar or pressure-treated lumber, and cannot be painted.  Deck stain colors must be approved prior to their use.  When selecting a deck location, homeowners cross drainage areas and easements at their own risk.

Patios

Materials and color scheme must be consistent with the existing house.  Examples of approved materials include concrete, bricks and pavers.  When selecting a patio location, homeowners cross drainage areas and easements at their own risk.

Porch Enclosures

All materials used, overall construction and color scheme shall be consistent with that of the existing home.  Windows must match existing color (see window replacement for other applicable guidelines).  The homeowner is responsible for securing all applicable building permits, and for ensuring that construction complies with applicable building codes.

Landscaping

Each Lot Owner shall maintain, and to the extent necessary, replace the landscaping on such Owner's Lot in accordance with these minimum standards. The Development Control Committee must approve any additions or changes to the original landscaping
Fencing

No fence shall be higher than six (6) feet. No fencing shall extend forward at a point, which is ten (10) feet behind the front corner of the residence (on corner lot please review section g in the plat restrictions). All fencing shall be constructed of wood, vinyl, or vinyl coated chain link. All chain link fencing shall have a black or brown finish. No fences, except those fences installed initially by the Developer, shall be erected without the prior written consent of the Development control committee. 
Flag Poles

Flagpoles cannot be closer to the sidewalk than half the distance between the front of the garage and sidewalk.  If the flag is illuminated at night, the lights must be located and aimed so that shine on the flag and not at neighboring houses.  

Basketball Goals

Portable basketball goals (those with no permanent structures left in the ground upon their removal) and permanent basketball goals shall have a clear acrylic backboard whose height is adjustable.  Basketball goals cannot be closer to the sidewalk than half the distance between the front of the garage and sidewalk.

recreational items 

Trampolines, play sets or any recreational items must be placed behind the home and not visible to the street. All items must be approved by the Committee. Special events items are allow with prior notice and approval from Committee.  

Pools

Above-ground pools are not permitted by Covenant..  Any pool with a filter that can remain in place for extended periods of time is considered an above-ground pool and is prohibited.  Kiddy play pools or wading pools without filters are not considered above-ground pools In-ground pools must comply with Indiana State Code 
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